2
] ek -
&l "



http://www.lakeshoreadvantage.com
http://www.westcoastchamber.org
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http://www.experiencegr.com
http://www.saugatuckdouglas.com/
http://www.grandhaven.org/
http://www.downtownholland.com/
http://www.southhaven.org/
http://www.feelthezeel.com/
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Grand Rapids ——— . Holland

Finding Your Community

Whatever type of community you prefer, you can find it here. Holland Grand Haven | www.visitgrandhaven.com
was recently named the most secure mid-sized city in America, due to its * Good Morning America’s Top Five American Beaches
thriving economy, low crime rates, and affordable cost of living. Holland * Over 100 miles of scenic bike trails

was also voted the second most philanthropic community in the country.
Zeeland is an ideal place for people looking for the charm of a small
town. Saugatuck is a noted art community and home to miles of beautiful
beaches and dozens of galleries. Grand Haven — Coast Guard City USA

Grand Rapids | www.experiencegr.com | View Video
* Forbes Best Cities For Raising A Family
* RelocateAmerica’s Top Ten Cities To Live In

— is perfect for those seeking a classic coastal lifestyle. Grand Rapids is Saugatuck | V\/V\/W.Saugaltuckcityl.com .
the second largest city in the state and the home of ArtPrize, the largest * #4 Coolest Small Town in America according to Budget Travel
open art competition in the world. These communities are joined by fast * One of Huffington Post’s 10 Sleepy Beach Towns Perfect For Fall

growing cities such as; Allendale, Coopersville, Hudsonville and Jenison,
that bridge the urban center to the Lakeshore.

Holland | www.enjoyhollandmichigan.com | View Video LEARN MORE
* Ranked 2nd healthiest and happiest American town by the
Well-Being Index

« Forbes Top Five safest cities in the US PureMichigan.com
Ottawa County

HelloWestMichigan.com

Zeeland | www.feelthezeel.com
* Small town charm, with easy access to beaches and big city fun
* Popular events such as Pumpkin Fest and holiday parades
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http://PureMichigan.com
http://www.co.ottawa.mi.us/
http://www.hellowestmichigan.com/Why-West-Michigan.aspx



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ck1EPDa0g2c
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Putting Your Talents To Work

The Lakeshore includes a highly concentrated area of global leaders * The Lakeshore is home to more than twice the number of sustainable
in advanced manufacturing, engineering, design, agriculture, tourism, and clean energy companies, compared to the national average
healthcare, recreation and sustainability. With hundreds of innovative
companies constantly investing in human capital and growing well
above the national average, West Michigan has formed the framework

* On average, Lakeshore employees hold three times the number
of patents versus the rest of the country

for ongoing innovation. West Michigan is the fastest growing region in * West Michigan is considered the Furniture Capital of the World
Michigan, with more than a million people living and working in high-tech + Organizations such as TedX Macatawa, NewNorth Center for Design in
industries. Given the support and collaborative nature of area businesses, Business, and Design West Michigan spur new growth and innovation

it’s easy to see why the area is thriving. . ) ) )
Y Y 9 * Our 8% growth in advanced manufacturing in 2012 was the highest

of any region in Michigan
Continually Improving, Innovating & Growing Jreg 9

* The Lakeshore area recently topped the nation in overall job growth

« Over the last decade, the region sustained double-digit population LEARN MORE
growth HelloWestMichigan.com
* From 2012-2013, high-tech companies in the Lakeshore area announced LakeshoreAdvantage.com

$385M in expansions, and created 2,263 new jobs

MichiganWestCoastChamber.org
* Nearly 20% of locally-produced goods are exported internationally MiTalent.org
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http://www.hellowestmichigan.com/Work-Here.aspx
http://lakeshoreadvantage.com/
http://www.westcoastchamber.org/
http://www.mitalent.org/
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Getting More For Less

A growing economy, outstanding health care and award-winning public a low cost of living - lower than the national average for the composite
schools and are just a few reasons why people choose the Lakeshore area. index and in nearly every sub-category. With such a low cost
When you look at the bottom line, our cost of living is nearly 11% less than of living, it’'s no wonder we are living so well.

the national average. West Michigan boasts

COST OF LIVING INDEX

INDEX WEST MICHIGAN CHICAGO, IL MADISON, WI MINNEAPOLIS, MN NATIONAL
Composite (100%) 89.4 115.5 108.9 110.3 100.0
Grocery (13.31%) 97.8 12.8 101.5 107.8 100.0
Housing (29.27%) 76.0 135.3 12.8 118.1 100.0
Utilities (10.22%) 90.8 99.8 103.9 101.4 100.0
Transportation (9.86%) 95.0 15 109.3 105 100.0
Health (4.23%) 95.6 106.2 119 102.8 100.0

Source: ACCRA Cost of Living Index

The ACCRA Cost of Living Index provides a useful and reasonably accurate measure to compare cost of living differences among urban areas. Items on which the Index is based have been carefully chosen to reflect the different
categories of consumer expenditures. Weights assigned to relative costs are based on government survey data on expenditure patterns for midmanagement households. All items are priced in each place at a specified time and according
to standardized specifications.

The average for all participating places, both metropolitan and nonmetropolitan, equals 100, and each participant’s index is read as a percentage of the average for all places. Data represents the index calculated for Q12012 - Q1 2011
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www.oaisd.org
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/michigan
http://www.gvsu.edu/
http://www.davenport.edu/
http://www.wmich.edu/
http://www.doingmoretogether.com/
http://www.hope.edu/
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http://www.coastguardfest.org/
http://www.tuliptime.com/
http://www.waterfrontfilm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BeerCityUsaGR
http://www.ExperienceGR.com
http://www.DowntownHolland.com
http://www.artprize.org/
http://www.johnballzoosociety.org/
http://www.groovewalk.com/
http://www.meijergardens.org/
http://www.laughfestgr.org/
http://www.artmuseumgr.org/
http://www.pumpkinfest-zeeland.org/
http://www.Holland.org
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http://www.WMTA.org
http://www.michigangolfmagazine.com/features/best-west.html
http://www.hollandaquaticcenter.org/
http://www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails/Details.aspx?id=458&type=SPRK
http://www.michigan.org/hot-spots/dnr/
http://www.michigan.org/biking/
http://www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails/Details.aspx?id=449&type=SPRK
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